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Christ at the Center
Luke 19: 1-10

What kind of church did Jesus come to create? The story of Zacchaeus gives us a vivid picture. Jesus moves toward
a man everyone else has pushed to the margins, welcoming him before he has cleaned up his life or changed his
behavior. But that welcome does not leave him unchanged. Being with Jesus transforms him, reshaping his
relationship with money, possessions, and the people he has harmed. This passage invites us to imagine a church
that reflects the posture of Jesus—safe for sinners, serious about following Him, and centered not on boundaries,
preferences, or Christian culture, but on Christ Himself.

Consider / Contemplate

“The church is the only organization in the world where the only requirement for joining is the
unworthiness of the candidate.” Robert Mungor

“The pious (church) permits no one to be a sinner. So everybody must conceal his sin from himself and
from the fellowship. We dare not be sinners. Many Christians are unthinkably horrified when a real sinner
is suddenly discovered among the righteous. So we remain alone with our sin, living in lies and hypocrisy."
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

"Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to
each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which
each one must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers [meeting] together, each one looking away to
Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity’ conscious
and turn their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship.” A.\W. Tozer

“The best witness we have as a church is not our teaching. It’s not our music. It’s not our children’s
programs. It’s our transformed lives before the world.” Rich Villodas

Thinking It Through

1. In Luke 19, what stands out to you most about the way Jesus approaches Zacchaeus?

2. Why do you think the crowd was so bothered by Jesus choosing to stay at Zacchaeus’s house?

3. Where do you see the difference between a bounded-set and centered-set approach in this story?



4. This story challenges the idea that association equals approval. Why do you think we are often uncomfortable
being closely associated with people whose beliefs or behavior we disagree with?

5. Zacchaeus was welcomed by Jesus before his life was changed. What does this teach us about the relationship
between grace and transformation?

6. What does Zacchaeus’s response in verse 8 show us about what genuine transformation looks like? Be specific.

7. In what ways can Christians or churches unintentionally make it difficult for people to get close to Jesus?

8. What does it look like for a church to be both “safe for sinners” and “serious about following Jesus”? Why are
both important?

9. What good thing (comfort, control, family, politics, reputation, success, or something else) is most tempted to
become the center of your life instead of Christ?

10. Where is Jesus currently inviting you to move closer to Him? What might need to change as you do?

Prayer Points

e Pray that God would reveal any ways we are making it difficult for others to get close to Jesus.

e Pray that Christ would increasingly become the true center of our individual lives and our life together as a
church.

e Pray that Grace Fellowship would be a place where sinners are genuinely loved and welcomed, and where all of
us are continually invited to follow Jesus more closely




